
 

 

Introductory remarks to the file : “ India – Israel” : How Israel became a major 
supplier of high technology weaponry to India. 

 
 
One of the many issues raised in John Gunther Dean’s Oral History recorded by the 
Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, and in the documents donated by 
Ambassador Dean to the National Archives is the role of Israel in influencing US foreign 
policy and actions.  It will be recalled that Ambassador Dean and his family were the 
target of an assassination attempt on August 27, 1980 in Lebanon carried out with 
American weapons shipped to Israel.  Prior to that event, Israeli Prime Minister Beguin 
had used slanderous language in the Knesset criticizing Dean for using his position in 
Beirut for shielding Palestinian terrorists.  In reality, Ambassador Dean was only carrying 
out orders he had received from the Secretary of State in his work with the President of 
Lebanon and in his dealings with the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). 
 
During his tenure as US Ambassador to India, Mr. Dean was asked on several occasions 
to intervene with the late Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, to upgrade Israeli-Indian 
relationship.  These events are also described in detail in Ambassador Dean’s Oral 
History.  Furthermore, some visiting American congressmen particularly friendly to 
Israel, took a great interest in preventing Pakistan from obtaining sophisticated weapons 
from the US in the effort to dislodge the Soviets from Afghanistan.  These same 
Congressmen criticized severely Pakistan’s efforts to develop a nuclear weapons 
capability and advocated cutting off US military aid to Pakistan.  Was the pursuit of these 
policies strictly in support of US objectives in the area, or did they also intend to protect 
Israeli national security interests? 
 
An interesting new development came after the election which brought to power in India 
the Bharatiya Janata party: Israel became a significant supplier of high technology and 
weapons to India.  Most of the weapons provided by Israel to India had been developed 
with US assistance but were manufactured in Israel.  Was this an underhanded way for 
the United States to try to reduce Russia’s dominant role as India’s major arms supplier?  
Why did not the US provide these weapons directly?  Do all Indians appreciate having to 
buy Israeli weapons in order to obtain for themselves US designed arms?  Or do some 
Indians worry about alienating India’s Muslims or India’s Muslim neighbors by turning 
to Israel for arms?  Did the return of India’s Congress Party to power in 2004 with its 
traditional non-alignment policy change thee prospects for Israeli arms exports to India?  
Does the continued and escalating Israeli-Palestinian conflict jeopardize Israel’s access to 
India’s arms market? 
 
Can Israel continue to export high technology weapons to India, but the US tells Israel 
that it can not export the very same items to China? 
 
While it is not easy to give answers to these questions, at least this modest file may at 
least open the door to a debate on how America’s biased policy toward the Near East, and 
especially toward Israel, affects US national policies and interests in other parts of the 
world. 
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How Israel became a major supplier of high technology weaponry to India: 

 
 
Inventory 6 papers: 
 

1. Wall Street Journal, November 18, 1989 article entitled: “Rajiv Gandhi Sets 
Himself up for Verdict”.  Article reviews in detail the “Bofors scandal” which it 
calls “Gandhi Quagmire” (2 pages) 

2. End to Pakistan Aid is sought over nuclear issue.”  Article from the New York 
Times International, September 25, 1990 page A-7. Quotation from article: “The 
urging that aid be cut off was made in a September 19, 1990 letter to President 
Bush by Representative Stephen J. Solarz, the chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs and an influential lawmaker 
on the issue of aid to Pakistan” … “For over a decade there has been a growing 
temptation to look the other way, Mr. Solarz, a Brooklyn Democrat said, noting 
Pakistan’s past role in funneling aid to the Afghan rebels” … “Mr. Solarz’s letter 
drew criticism from a senior Administration official…This is not a particularly 
good time to bash the Pakistanis, noting that Pakistan is contributing troops to the 
multinational force in the Persian Gulf region.” 

3. International Herald Tribune, June 15-16, 1991, article entitled: “Gandhi’s killing 
gives life to an old Devil Theory” by Steve Coll.  Quote: “In line with that theory, 
well-educated Indians have been saying again and again during the last three 
weeks that the CIA killed Mr. Gandhi because he was a strong leader who would 
have transformed India into a great world power that would have challenged the 
United States on the international stage” … “In the ongoing election, Hindu 
nationalists are challenging the secular ides that have dominated Indian politics 
for decades.” 

4. Le Monde, November 22-23, 1992 article entitled: « M. Mitterand déclare qu’il 
ne faut pas laisser le problème palestinien en jachère ».  Quotation from article : 
« Le Secrétaire général de l’ONU a décidé, vendredi, de nommer l’actuel 
ambassadeur d’Inde aux Nations Unies, M. Chinmaya Gharekhan, au poste de 
représentant spécial de l ‘ONU aux négociations de paix multilatérales sur le 
Proche-Orient. » 

5. Letter from JG Dean to Ambassador CR Gharekhan, dated November 23, 1992.  
(Amb. Gharikhan had been named special UN representative for the UN for the 
Near East.)  (See item above) 

6. International Herald Tribune, June 10, 1993 page 7.  Article discusses new US 
ambassadorial appointments.  Quotation from the article: “The White House has 
also chosen….former Representative Stephen J. Solarz of New York ambassador 
to India.” … “India indicated that it wanted someone who knew India well.  Mr. 
Solarz, who was defeated last year when his congressional district was changed 
by redistricting, fits that description.” (Comment by JG Dean: It never happened) 

7. International Herald Tribune, January 3, 1997 page 4.  Article entitled: “Israeli 
Air Force Plans Delhi Office”.  Quotation from article: “A Foreign ministry 
spokesman in Islamabad said South Asian countries were concerned by what he 



 

 

called growing cooperation between India and Israel, particularly in the military 
field.” 

8. Washington Post, September 11, 2003 page A-14.  Article entitled: “Israel and 
India Draw Closer”  Quotation: “India’s long history of support for the Palestinian 
cause notwithstanding, the Hindu nationalist government of Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vaijpayce regards the Jewish state as a natural ally in the war against 
terrorism.  It also values Israel as a source of high-technology arms such as the 
Phalcon, and advanced early-warning radar system that India is negotiation to buy 
from Israel and which was a focal point of this week’s meetings.” 

9. The New York Times International, Sunday, September 7, 2003 page 11, article 
entitled: “The Bond between India and Israel Grows”.  Quotation from article: 
“The two countries share intelligence and have a counter terrorism working 
group.  Indian Special Forces are being trained in Israel.  India’s national security 
advisor, Brojesh Mishra, suggested in a May speech to the American Jewish 
Committee in Washington that India, Israel and the US should unite to fight the 
common threat of terrorism.”… “India has also been spending an estimated $1.5 
billion to $2 billion annually on Israeli military technology and equipment.”… 
“Israel has supplied India with surface-to-air missiles, avionics, sophisticated 
sensors to monitor cross-border traffic, remotely piloted drones and artillery.”… 
“The United States and others restricted technology exports to India in response to 
its 1998 nuclear tests making Israel’s responsiveness all the more welcome here.” 

10. Wall Street Journal, September 5, 2003, page A-7.  Article entitled: “Israeli Arms 
Sale to Delhi may alter Balance in Pakistan-India Feud.”.  Quotation from article: 
“Central to the trip is Israel’s plan to sell India three Phalcon airborne early-
warning radar systems, a deal valued at $1 billion.  The transaction became 
possible when the US State Department dropped objections to the sale this 
year.”… “Some of the technology was developed jointly by the US and Israel, so 
Israel needed US clearance.”… “Israelis say the rise to power during the late 
1990’s of the Hindu-nationalist Bharetiya Janata Pary…has led to a convergence 
of interests.  Both countries increasingly see themselves and each other, as 
bulwarks against the spread of Islamic radicalism.” 

! Four page letter with 1 page attachment from JG Dean to former US Naval 
Attaché New Delhi, Von Millard, dated November 3, 2003 entitled: “Report on 
US policy toward India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan”.  Letter was passed to US 
National Security Council member. 

12. Washington Post, May 14, 2004 article with pictures of the “Return of the Nehru-
Gandhi dynasty.” 
 


